Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 30th September 2025
 at Llanymynech Village Hall

PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE MINUTES ARE DRAFT UNTIL RATIFIED BY THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL AT ITS MEETING ON 28th OCTOBER 2025

Present: 
Cllr I Parry (Chair)
[bookmark: _Hlk181632767]Cllr R Dover 
[bookmark: _Hlk196978269]Cllr. F James
Cllr C Jones
Cllr C Savage

In attendance:
[bookmark: _Hlk189062789]Mr. M . Donkin  Clerk to the Council
One member of the general public

	1  Apologies for absence     
Cllr. I Done
Cllr J Fynes 
Cllr C Hall
County Cllr Arwel Jones
  

	2. To record Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda

Cllr Savage for item 7.6


	3. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 29th July 2025

As the Chairman had not arrived Cllr Dover took the chair. 

The minutes of the meeting held on 24th June 2025 were agreed as a correct record. Proposed by Cllr James, seconded by Cllr Jones and approved unanimously.
 

	4. Matters arising from the minutes

The Chairman arrived at 7.05pm.

4.1.	Ref: 5.4. The Clerk reported that he had contacted TEEC regarding the inclusion in the invoice of Transfer of Domain name. It was confirmed that this must be re-registered every year.

4.2.      Ref: 6.1.2. In the absence of County Cllr Arwel Jones, this matter was carried over to the next meeting

4.3.      Ref:8.2.  The Clerk confirmed that he had apprised Powys C. C. of the Council’s interest in Code of Conduct training but had heard nothing further.

4.4.    Ref: 12.1.  The Clerk confirmed that he had apprised Powys C. C. of the Council’s preferred option but had heard nothing further. Cllr Savage said that a site meeting had been arranged to look at the Council’s preferred option as it was thought that it might obscure other signs.

4.5.    Ref: 12.2.  The Clerk said that no information on sustainable food places had been received from councillors.


	5 Finance 
5.1.   Current position
The clerk had circulated papers which confirmed that the Council’s accounts as at Thursday 25th September  July2025 were as follows: -
Deposit account:  	 £ 9678.21 The second tranche of the Precept, £3923 was received on 29th August.
Current account:   	 £ 612.16
Pension account  	 £ 76.37

5.2      Approval of Payments
5.2.1.  Retrospective approval.
The Clerk said that during the August break he had received  a letter from HMRC  dated 11th August 2025, saying the Community Council owed £139.03 on Month 3 PAYE.
 He had  contacted HMRC and explained that the Council would not meet until 30th September when the amount would be presented for  authorisation. He  also pointed out that the amount specified by Powys C. Cs payroll department was always paid.
The Clerk described the person dealing with the matter as  unhelpful. She further said that if  the  payment was not settled then the Council would accrue interest each day and the matter would be handed to a debt collection agency.
In the event, using the  functional powers to the clerk to act in respect of urgent business arising between meetings delegated to him at the AGM,  he paid the outstanding amount and increased future standing order payments to £216.43. He further said that he has referred the matter to Powys C. C. payroll who are following the matter up. They are convinced that their figures are correct.
The Clerk asked the Council to approve a retrospective payment.
5.2.2. Llanymynech Village Hall – Rent for the meeting
The Clerk tabled the above invoice(£24)  which had been received after the papers for the meeting had been sent out.
Payment of the above items was approved.


	 6. Planning

6.1. 	Application Ref: 25/1264/TRE Grid Ref: E: 326708 N: 320793 
Proposal: Works to Lime Tree within Conservation area Location: Llanymynech Church, Rectory Lane , Llanymynech

The Clerk pointed out that this application had already been approved. He said that this matter was not a contentious one but,  had it been so, the Council would not have been given the opportunity to make its views known. Cllr Savage thought that the application sent to the Council was ‘for information only’ The Clerk said that he would check the original email.
ACTION: Clerk 
Post meeting note. Having checked the email from Powys Planning Department it reads as follows
I enclose details of the above proposal. Notice is hereby given that any observations you may wish to make must be returned to me within 21 days of the date of this letter. If this is not done, it will be assumed that you do not wish to comment and the application will proceed to determination. Please note that comments must be m

This does not appear to be a matter from notification only so I will follow the matter up with the Planning Department.

6.2	Application Ref:  25/1140/FUL Land Between Montgomery Canal And River Vyrnwy NE Of Pentreheylin Hall Newbridge Llanymynech Powys
Proposal:  Construction of a nature reserve together with associated works including temporary construction access, compound and landscaping

This matter was tabled by County Cllr Arwel Jones and, in his absence, was deferred to the next meeting.


	7. Other Matters 
7.1. 	Montgomery Canal Development Project 
The Chairman said that a number of people had heard that the road at Williams Bridge would be closed between October and April. Cllr Dover said that there had been nothing on this from Planning and Cllr Savage said that the planning application was still pending.

On Walls Bridge, Cllr Dover asked how much work had been done on the bridge itself. There had been considerable activity with a lot of heavy plant but little progress appeared to have been made.

The Council felt that it would be helpful if the project manages gave a monthly update and the Clerk was asked to contact them and request an update in time for each Council meeting.
ACTION: Clerk 

7.2.	Council Leaflet.
The Chairman handed round an updated form of the leaflet. He had intended to print the names of the volunteers who are maintaining the planters but they wish to remain anonymous.

Referring to the photographs of councillors at the bottom of the leaflet, the Clerk felt that councillors’ names should be appended.

Cllr Savage felt that information about the proposed end date for the work on the Canal project should be included.

The Chairman asked if councillors felt that the reverse side of the leaflet should be a Welsh version. This was agreed. The Chairman asked about cost and it was confirmed that the Welsh Government had a translation service which is free of charge.

In answer to a question about numbers to be printed the Clerk said that, according to the Electoral Register,  there are approximately 350 households in the Council area. It was agreed that delivery would be made by councillors taking responsibility for a defined area. No date was set for the delivery.

7.2.   Hard to let properties
This item had been tabled by County Cllr Arwel Jones and, in his absence, was held over to the next meeting. However, Cllr Savage opined that this was not an appropriate role for a Community Council.

7.4.   Website – additional services
Council noted the item in the papers for the meeting outlining additional services which TEEC was offering free of charge.

It was felt that the following additions would be useful:-

· Streamlined links between the Council’s website and Facebook page, enabling the Council to have Facebook posts automatically mirrored on the website. Also,  news, notices, and events can be posted to the Facebook page from the website.
 
· Improved screen space usage within the website. Providing a left-hand navigation menu which has been proven to offer improved user accessibility. 

Council decided that it did not wish to avail itself of a ‘Helper Bot’ at this time.
ACTION: Clerk to apprise TEEC of the Council’s decisions

7.5.   Rights of Way project – update
Council noted the report from Mr Calum Carr, Powys County Council Rights of Way and Footpaths Officer. 

7.6.   Donation Request  -  Llanymynech Village Hall 
Council received a request from the Llanymynech Village Hall committee for a donation towards the upkeep of the toilets at the Hall. Cllr Jones said that the toilets are used by many members of the general public, not only those using the Hall’s facilities. A modest contribution of £50 towards that cost of maintaining the toilets was requested. It was confirmed that Llanymynech and Pant Parish Council had agreed to s similar amount.

The Clerk pointed out that the Council’s Donations Policy states that donations for maintenance costs will only be made in exceptional circumstances and only granted on a non-recurring basis. However, there is a precedent in that the Council has made donations to St. Agatha’s Church for maintenance of the church clock. He felt that the Council could make a donation to the Village Hall but recommended that the Donations Policy be amended and ratified at the next AGM.

This was agreed as was the donation of £50 to the Village Hall
ACTION: Clerk


7.7.   County Councillor’s update  (standing item)                     (County Cllr Arwel Jones)
In the absence of County Councillor Arwel Jones this item was not taken.

7.8.   Social media activity for the Council  (standing item)       (Chairman)                 
The Chairman said that there was nothing new to report.


	8.	Amenities
8.1.	Work at Walls Bridge
The Chairman said that matters under this item had already been dealt with earlier in the agenda.

8.2.      Olive Nials’ Bench
Council noted the item in the papers for the meeting dealing with the state of the Olive Nials’ Memorial Bench on Llanymynech Rocks. Cllr James said that the bench meant a lot to local people and should be replaced. She reiterated the points put forward by Cllr Done in an email to Councillors that a wooden replacement should be constructed in hardwood; it is the softwood elements of the original bench which have rotted away.

Council also considered the possibility of a recycled plastic bench. The advantages are that it requires no maintenance, 100%, is constructed from high grade recycled plastic with stainless steel fixings and comes with a 25 year guarantee. It was pointed out that Llanymynech and Pant Parish Council had purchased a number of this type of bench for the Heritage Area.

Council  decided to replace the original bench with a three seater  recycled bench from geViews. The Clerk was asked to find out how the bench would be delivered e.g. as a flat pack and how it can best be secured
ACTION: Clerk

8.3.       Football Field – installation of a Portaloo
The Chairman with Cllrs Done and Savage had made a site visit and met with coaches from the Football Club. It is now a Football Association rule that all football clubs should have toilet facilities.

The Club has agreed to  have a proper concrete pad put down with privacy screening in place. The Club will also  pay for it to be cleaned and emptied on a regular basis and also ensure it is properly secure.

On the assurances given above by the Football Club, Council agreed to allow a Portaloo on the site but stipulated that it must be on the site preferred by the land owner.

The Chairman undertook to liaise with the Football Club
ACTION: Chairman


	9 Highways and Byways
9.1.1.     Road Repairs and Potholes
In the absence of County Cllr Arwel Jones there was no feedback on actions taken since the last meeting. However, Cllr James reported that no one from the Highways Department had not come to inspect the state of Pen-y-Foel as requested and Cllr Dover said that the situation on Carreghofa Lane had not changed.

9.1.2.  .  A483 and Chapel Lane Junction
Council noted the points raised by a resident as recorded in the papers for the meeting. Councillors felt that this was a matter that required action but Cllr Dover felt that this is the responsibility of the County Council’s Highways Department. It was agreed that the Clerk should contact the County Council to express the Community Council’s concerns.
ACTION: Clerk

9.2 .    Speeding
In the absence of Cllr Done this matter was held over until the next meeting.


	10 To receive reports on Meetings from Outside Bodies
10.1  Burial Board
Nothing to report.

10.2. Powys C. C. and Town and Community Councils meeting
Nothing to report

10.3. Village Hall
Cllr Jones said that the solar panels had now been installed.


	Item 11           Correspondence
11.1. Matters of decision
There are no matters for decision.

11.2. Correspondence to note.
Council noted the correspondence sent out by the Clerk since the last meeting and itemised in the papers for the meeting.


	From
	Date
	Subject

	Older Peoples’ Commissioner for Wales
	1st August
	July 25 Newsletter

	Powys Engagement
	1st August
	Health Board Approves Continuation of Temporary Service Changes

	Vyrnwy Frankton Connection
	1st August
	Notification of Green GEN Cymru conducting surveys along the Vyrnwy Frankton route

	Llanymynech & Pant Parish Council
	1st August
	Draft minutes of the July meeting

	Mid & West Wales Fire & Rescue Service 
	1st August
	Calon Tân in Brief: July 2025

	Kerry Community Council via OVW
	5th August
	Farm Estates petition

	Russell George MS
	5th August
	August Newsletter

	Powys County Council
	8th August
	All Wales Play Opportunity Small Grant

	Repair Café Wales via OVW
	14th August
	Open Session events

	Clerk: Llandrindod Wells Town Council
	20th August
	Letter from Chair re cross border health services in Powys

	Sustainable Powys
	20th August
	Town and Community Council Resource Hub now live

	One Voice Wales
	20th August
	Biodiversity Team at One Voice Wales


	Welsh Government via OVW
	3rd September
	Consultation on extending the duty on local authorities to broadcast meetings 

	One Voice Wales
	3rd September
	National conference & AGM

	Mid & West Wales Fire and Rescue Service
	3rd September
	Chimney fire safety week

	Powys Teaching Health Board 
	3rd September
	Annual General Meeting 

	Powys County Council
	3rd September
	Powys Replacement LDP (2022-2037) 
- Notification of Consultation - Meeting Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Needs 

	Russell George MS
	3rd September
	September newsletter

	Powys County Council via Arwel Jones
	3rd September
	Powys Council is seeking views on a new draft policy concerning its farm estate 

	One Voice Wales
	3rd September
	Training Dates – September to December

	Owain Glyndwr Society
	10th September
	Event

	One Voice Wales
	10th September
	Biodiversity team

	Keep Wales Tidy via OVW
	10th September
	Free community orchard packages

	Russell Gorge MS
	10th September
	Funding Fair

	Powys County Council
	10th September
	Funding for Community Centres

	Powys County Council
	16th September
	Planning application

	Powys C. C. Housing Department via County Cllr Arwel Jones
	16th September
	Hard to let houses

	Play Wales
	16th September
	Adult Learners’ Week

	Calum Carr
	16th September
	Rights of Way project update

	One Voice Wales
	16th September
	Annual conference reminder

	Keep Wales Tidy via OVW
	22nd September
	Green space and biodiversity Webinars

	20sPlenty
	22nd September
	Press Release

	Powys County Council
	22nd September
	Remembrance Day Road Closures

	Welsh Government Democracy & Boundary Commission
	24th September
	Draft Annual Remuneration Report 2026 /  2027




	
12. Any Other Business

12.1 Cllr Jones asked if there was any progress on the bus shelter. Cllr Savage said that this will not happen until the new financial year as funds are not currently available.

12.2. Cllr Savage asked about  the All Wales  Play Opportunity Small Grant by Powys County Council   The Clerk said that he had written to the responsible officer, Ms Nia Evans and would look back at the correspondence to see what the current position is.
ACTION: Clerk 

Post meeting note:
I wrote as follows to Ms Evans on the 8th Augst (the day that the grant was forwarded to Councillors)

Thank you for sending details of the All Wales Play Opportunity Small Grant scheme.
This may be useful for Carreghofa Community Council as we may have to re-site our playground following completion of a Canal & Rivers Trust / Powys County Council scheme to restore the Montgomery Canal which is currently underway with the construction of a new bridge on part of the land that we rent from the County Council for use as a children's playground and car park.

Unfortunately, the timing of the communication is not good  because Carreghofa Community Council , like most other town and community councils, does not meet in August. Our next meeting is not until the 30th September some three weeks after your deadline for applications. Can anything be done to extend the deadline?

There has been no response to my email. I am following this up.
Mike Donkin
Clerk

12.3.   Cllr Dover said that the new bus services are much improved but he did mention that the old service went to the Maelor Hospital which is no longer the case.

.12.4.  Cllr Savage asked if the Montytrax project was still working and what had happened to the planned cycle routes. The Clerk said that there had been no communication from Montytrax for a very long time. He will follow the matter up with the organisers.
ACTION: Clerk 



	13.      Date of the next meeting:

Tuesday 28th October 2025 at 7.00pm at Llanymynech Village Hall.
ACTION: All to note.





Approved by Council as a correct record: -  

Proposed:  ________________________________________________________	


Seconded:  ________________________________________________________	


Signed:  __________________________________________________________	Chairman


Date:     _______________________________________________________ 	
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